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COMMENCEMENT THOUGHTS S | v l </3 
This i s the f i r s t time the Class of 1935 has bean together and 
I t seems that we should Introduce ourselves to each other. But we are 
not a l l here,even nowl A part of the University p.^iuet of t h i s school 
year went t h e i r way into the world of a f f a i r s l a s t August at the Summer 
Commencement, another part bade us goodbye at the December Commencement 
and yet another part received t h e i r degrees at the Maroh Commencement. 
The number already graduated and gone and enrolled i n the Class of 193B 
i s 771. We who are here today constitute only a part of the entire 
Class, but we number 1346. 
In Introducing us to ourselves i t w i l l stimulate our mutual 
in t e r e s t to lear n not only who we are but whence we came and what I t i s 
that absorbs our scholastic urge. Our parents and many friends present 
today w i l l likewise no doubt appreciate the general introduction, and 
w i l l understand more intimately and completely the l i f e purposes of 
th e i r state University. 
2/ 
In t h i s graduating group today 134 come from other states of 
the United States and 9 from foreign countriesj 25 states are here repre-
sented and 4 foreign countries. Some come from Europe, others from 
Aala, and others from L a t i n America. Although f a r inland, t h i s University 
i s cosmopolitan without being polyglot, and en r o l l s I t s students from 
the continents and the i s l e s of the seal 
Nor do a l l here who end as graduates begin as freshmen. I t 
i s quite customary to begin one's college studies i n one i n s t i t u t i o n and 
f i n i s h them i n another 1 Espe c i a l l y i s t h i s practice Increasing i n such a 
state i n s t i t u t i o n as t h i s . A student can complete the freshman studies, 
or i n numerous eases, two years of college study, near home or i n some 
i n s t i t u t i o n of general character, and then come here f o r the advantages 
to be found i n large l i b r a r i e s , or well-equipped laboratories or more 
advanced studies, or research, or because of a desire to enter upon a 
technical or professional career. 
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The U n i v e r s i t y welcomes a l l these advanced students, b u i l d s 
I t s courses and equipment and teaching s t a f f so t h a t they continue 
t h e i r s t u d i e s here w i t h utmost p r o f i t , and In doing so c a r r i e s forward 
sacred purpose of the s t a t e expressed i n i t s foundation enactment and 
I n much l e g i s l a t i o n s i n c e . Indeed, o f the number gathered here today, 
came to us as j u n i o r s and sophomores, and 941 as freshmen. 
The r e c i p i e n t s of the v a r i o u s grades and k i n d s o f graduate 
degrees today have had t h e i r c o l l e g i a t e t r a i n i n g i n many c o l l e g e s i n 
many s t a t e s and c o u n t r i e s ; Ohio i s making i t f e a s i b l e f o r the S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y t o organise w i d e l y and develop i n t e n s i v e l y the graduate 
work I n a p r o g r e s s i v e l y d i v e r s i f i e d f a s h i o n . 
S. 
T h i s i s a summary account o f those o f us who are present a t 
t h i s t i n e f o r such m e r i t o r i o u s honors and c e r t i f i c a t i o n s as the u n i v e r s i t y 
may award. The p i c t u r e presented I n d i c a t e s an i n t e l l i g e n t , a forward-
l o o k i n g , and an enduring purpose o f the s t a t e t o provide o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
I n d i v i d u a l enlightenment and t r a i n i n g . For each i n d i v i d u a l . But not f o r 
p u r e l y s e l f i s h ends* The s t a t e i s both p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l ; s o c i e t y , the 
community, are bound together by s o c i a l aims, and the s o c i a l consciousness 
of t h e i n d i v i d u a l s 1* imp e r a t i v e . 
L e t us l i n g e r w i t h t h i s thought a moments The s t a t e undertakes 
t o provide u n i v e r s a l and p r a c t i c a l l y f r e e education f o r two reasons:- t h a t 
each i n d i v i d u a l may be c u l t i v a t e d to the extant o f h i s c a p a c i t y , and so be 
enabled t o make h i s maximum c o n t r i b u t i o n to s o c i e t y ; and a l s o so t h a t 
through education the i n d i v i d u a l would have an a p p r e c i a t i v e understanding 
of democratic government and would h e l p bear i t s burdens and share i t s 
o p p o r t u n i t l e a J 
4. 
These ore fundamental conceptions In our scheme of government 
todayi they mark the highest tide of civilization the world has ever known; 
they present to every citizen a "glass" in which he can behold himself end 
by which he Is perpetually reminded of his opportunities, of his responsi-
b i l i t i e s ! Upon what nobler ideals can government be based? 
In these times, when in some other portions of the world govern-
ments are being built upon the glorification of a few and the ordered re-
pression of the many, we may well give thought to the lndivldtal benefits 
of our own form of government, to its need for occasional adjustment to 
altered conditions, and to remember without lapse, that ours is the respon-
s i b i l i t y of making i t work! But we can never accomplish this end by 
slogans! Intelligence and faith and unremitting diligence are required -
and who so well able to furnish these as the college graduate! 
It is appropriate on this occasion to reoall some vivid experiences 
while you have been students here. We have been coming through an era of 
the most profound confusion in industry and consequently in the entire 
circle of our economic arrangements. 
6. 
Much worse than In the Oreat Werl There we had one objective 
and a common enemy and a l l our energy and resources were mobilised to win. 
Rut hero we could not identify our enemy - we are s t i l l debating that 
point! If we had been able to segregate him and to point at him with 
desperate certainty, I am sure we would, long since have overcome him in 
characteristic American fashion! And to add to ths general perplexity we 
have only in recent weeks learned that the state, in its warfare, has been 
employing some unlawful weapons! And so our industrial and social scene 
is s t i l l confused. Tn the presence of tails mighty Dragon there la a lusty 
call for a modern St, Reorgej he may be in this very Class of 1935! 
In these years also, we have made repeated efforts to thrust our-
selves Into the stratosphere and unlock its mysteries! We have proceeded 
fearlessly with the discussion of the world inside the atom and have 
championed one theory and another of the cosmic ray, and have been rich In 
our hypotheses is unnumbered scientific fields* In the automotive industry 
we have achieved marvels In shop economy and in the finished product. 
Formerly men In undertaking polar expeditions hurried in and tagged the 
pole and escaped outward again, or tried to do so! But recently we have 
seen them d e l i b e r a t e l y s i t t i n g f o r a year a t the world's apex and e x p l o r i n g 
and c h a r t i n g on terms o f eaay f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h Ice and snow and penguins, and 
adding t o the f o r e i g n possessions of the United States the e t e r n a l l y r e -
f r i g e r a t e d L i t t l e Americat 
While we have been adding t i l l s we have been completing the 
plans t o r e l e a s e another great f o r e i g n p o s s e s s i o n , the r l i i l l p p l n e s , which 
we have l a t t e r l y looked upon as a t r u s t , to be g i v e n p o l i t i e a l autonomy 
a t a date now c e r t a i n . The F i l i p i n o s have r a t i f i e d by overwhelming vo t e . 
R e c e n t l y i n one o f Europe's s e n s i t i v e e t h n i c a l d i s t r i c t s , under 
the r e g u l a t i o n o f the world's s u p r a - n a t i o n a l government, the people ex-
pressed t h e i r n a t i o n a l preference unmistakably by p l e b i s c i t e , and t h e i r 
w i s h has been converted i n t o p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t y . 
Both I n s i d e of the United States and o u t s i d e the w o r l d i s e x c i t i n g , 
f u l l of cross c u r r e n t s , p r e s e n t i n g u n t o l d o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o young people o f 
t r a i n e d hand and mind, w i t h youth's l o v e o f adventure and v i r g i n courage! 
You are a p e r t of t h i s ecenel 
7. 
In yo\rr progress through the U n i v e r s i t y you have met many teachersj 
have you thought o f the professor as one who c o n s t a n t l y improves I n h i s 
methods and I n h i s c a p a c i t i e s ? Doubtless every p r o f e s s o r you have known 
has been experimenting w i t i i h i s ways o f teaching q u i t e as much as he has 
w i t h h i s l a b o r a t o r y equipment and procedures, and each year deals w i t h 
students more s u c c e s s f u l l y . The p r o f e s s o r w i l l f r e e l y admit t h a t he has 
r e c e i v e d much h e l p and I n s p i r a t i o n from able students; and i f the student 
i s muddle-brained or t h i c k - s k u l l e d the professorfe i n g e n u i t y i s taxed t o 
the l i m i t t o get him t o understand. So, e i t h e r way, the teacher improves 
w i t h the h e l p o f the student. I t i a a s e c r e t which may be r e v e a l e d t o you 
here and now t h a t a professor makes many changes i n h i s teaching p r a c t i c e s 
each year and d i s c o v e r s a new freshness i n the subject matter l a r g e l y due 
to the student I n f l u e n c e ! We are more s e n s i t i v e than you supposed! 
e 
5fe believe that, whatever courses you may have labored over In 
these years, you have acquired habits and have cultivated a b i l i t i e s which 
wi l l be universally useful - a kind of "Open, Sesame"! the open mind, the 
analytical approach, some testing techniques - these tools with which we 
hope your study here has provided you, w i l l sharpen and refine with in-
telligent use. Are you an engineer, a lawyer, a physician, a teacher? 
You should expect also to meet and deal with many types of society's demands 
outside of those fields. You should find yourselves quite adaptable, quite 
flexible. 
And i t has been the university's fixed purpose to carry a student 
through such courses as w i l l equip him technically or professionally, or 
by way of general culture, but so to vary the menu and so to liberalize 
the teaching and coordination of subject matter as to give the student a 
degree of general development, and an alertness to the importance of human 
relations, and social and oivle conditions. 
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The business of developing an individual calls for most of a 
lifetime* we have caught you here i n impressionable years, when the 
acquisitive faculty ia at maximum and when the faculty of reason, of 
discrimination, i s unfolding vigorously, the very period at which the 
molding and shaping of mentality and personality are possible most sig-
nificantly. We trust that our educational processes have not been found 
wanting1 
As we come to the close of this college time you have noticed 
that the University has beeome more humane, more considerate. And possibly 
i t is due to your refining influence that this change has come about. We 
are making i t easier to leave. Just as we have been striving to make your 
stay here more resultful. 
I have no doubt you experienced a feeling of satisfaction when 
you found that the university had quit charging you with the diploma feel 
I have heard no complaints about that. Then you are no longer reminded in 
semi-official way that i t w i l l cost you three dollars to become a member 
of the Ohio State University Association; there i s no such barrier to 
membership now - you are by graduation a member, without charge. 
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L e t me say t h a t t h i s membership i s v a l u a b l e ; I t puts you Into 
s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s at once w i t h a group of Ohio State U n i v e r s i t y graduates 
i n the communities of Ohio and i n many other parts of the world; there are 
county o r g a n i z a t i o n s and d i s t r i c t o r g a n i s a t i o n s , and you w i l l be both 
pleased and b e n e f i t e d by these a s s o c i a t i o n s . You w i l l a l s o keep I n touch 
w i t h the U n i v e r s i t y , which w i l l be good f o r us and r e f r e s h i n g to you. The 
Monthly, published by the A s s o c i a t i o n , Is one of the l e a d i n g c o l l e g e 
Journals of the country, f u l l o f U n i v e r s i t y news and p i c t u r e s , presented 
w i t h consummate craftsmanship. You w i l l get your diploma p r e s e n t l y , the 
Monthly w i l l come to you through the year, and membership ie>an " i p s o 
f a c t o " matter. You are very f o r t u n a t e ! 
The U n i v e r s i t y a l s o endeavors, through placement agencies which 
i t m a intains, to f i n d s u i t a b l e employment f o r you. Our I n t e r e s t i n you 
I n d i v i d u a l l y does not end w i t h t h i s Commencement! 
11. 
Permit me, i n t a k i n g leave o f you, t o express on behalf of 
the F a c u l t y and the u n i v e r s i t y community our very warm thanks f o r your 
I n s p i r a t i o n to us In these years - f o r your c o n t r i b u t i o n to our under-
standing of youth, and to betterments i n our procedures In d e a l i n g w i t h 
students and t h e i r manifold i n t e r e s t s ! And may we express the hope t h a t 
our experiences together here w i l l enable us mutually t o c a r r y tomorrow's 
work more s u c c e s s f u l l y , to make our domestic l i v e s more happy, and to 
assume the o p p o r t u n i t i e s and the d u t i e s o f c i t i z e n s h i p i n t h i s Democracy 
where Government l a the concern o f everyone! 
I f any of you become eminent or famous, we s h a l l make demonstrative 
c l a i m upon you; we e h a l l l e t I t be known t h a t you are ourproduct! We s h a l l 
be very happy i f you f e e l the same way about i t ! 
